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By TOMMY CLARK,

HQ is the best shortstep In
the game today? Presl-
dent Joha K. Tener of

4o right, Bancroft of the Philliss, Wagner of Pittsburgh, Fletcher of Giants, McBride of Washington, Bush of

Detroit, Peckinpaugh of the New York Americans j

*“The American league hasn't a man
in Bancroft's class as = fielder. He ap-
peals to me as one of the greatest
shortastops the game has produced. And
he hasn’'t reached the crest yet. Then
there are Maranville of the Braves,
Herzog of the Reds, Flatcher of the
Gilants, Wagner of the Pirates and Ol-
son of the Dodgers.”

‘It is a fact that there are more guod
shortstops in the American and Na-
tignal leagues right now than has been
the case for many seasons., Cleveland
seems to have landed a corking good
youngste? in Wambsganns. The fel-
low has performed in great shape gince
the opening of the season, and, accorid-
ing to Manager Fohl, he should develop
into one of the greatest in the country
within the next year,

A number of the wveterans are also
showing up weil Hang Wmer is not
all in by any means. The veteran has
been putting up a brilliant Eame since
the opening of the campalgn. Fletcher
of the Giants has been playing a great
game too. ' Dad M¢Bride of the Wash-
ingtoms seems to have recovered lost
yotith., There are few if any short-
fislders who have anything on the
mdol?m If teams wers as well

fixed in other positions as they &re In
shoftfielders the managers would have
no kick to register,

BASEBALL is threatensd by & reigm

of divine right umpires, The czar
of al] the Russias does not possess the
dictatorial powera assumed by the
knights of the wind pad and indicator
on major league diamonds of late,

At a dinner given by Colonel Rup-
pert mnd Captain Huston, owners of
the Yankees, to the newspaper men at
the New York Athletic club a little over

& Year ago the late Paul Armstrong

pointed out that the unwarranted ar-
rogance that umpires were assuming
was robbing the game of much of its
glamour. Bill Klem's action in send-
ing every member of the Giants not
playing in the game off the field in
Boston recently is a striking example
of what Armstrong meant. p

Bill Klem iz a good umplre. In
many respects he is the best man in
the business, but Bill has aAssumed an
attitude toward the players that is not
warrsnted nor desirable:

It is necessary that the umpire have
the powesr to send men out of the gams
or to the bench. ¥e should use a little

Some of the Leading Shortstops

judgment in the exercise of his au- | has no comeback and at the slightest
thority, however,

A ball player sheuld be allowed =
little leeway on queastioning dsclsions. | of his work has gone to Blil's hesad.
Bo long as he is not abusive he should | He may think he s making the game
not be dealt with harshly, |

A little kicking is good for the game.
It shows that the players’
in their work. Tha faps
haa always been a part of baseball

Klemm would have
dummies. He knows the

sign of a kick banishes him.
Poasibly widespread commendation

better, As a matter of fact., he' is
| making it very dull and uninterasting,
hearta are | He should u.. a little better judg-
ke 1t. It | ment.

| Klem has crossed the equator twice,

men play like Every time a ball player reminds him

ball pla.}'er.' of that fact he (s sent to the club-

house without any further discussion.
Come on, Bjll; have a hesart!—8S.
(Bkipper). .

HERE is vigorous delving into the
records and bhectlc ectivity among
the baseball historians thése days, It
was asserted during the winter that
the Browns and Cubs should win pen-
nants thik year because of the strength
captured from their late Fed rivals, It
is also asserted with equal vehemence
that cluba of that sort don't win pen-
nants and develop fatal artistic tem-
peraments =and family jars Iinstead.
History 1is called upon for evidencs
that is strangely convincing when
served as Stove Jeague dope, and, as
usual, both belligerents are supported
by precedent, When the Loulsville
and Pittsburgh clubs were united the
Pirates cleaned up Iin tha N=ational
league. The pros also point to the
pannants won by the amalgamated
Erooklyn and Baltimore clubs.

'the Brotherhood failed tha Browns §g

The pros leap upon Charles Comis-
key, who has participated in esver)
baseball war of conseguence as a pla)
er, munager oOor muagnate, and ?
damning evidence axgainst allied
palgning. Back In 15850 Commy
team in Chicago &s 2 BErotherhood
move and played first base
Ha captured Pfeffer and W
from "Pop” Anson's Chicago Nat
als and snared Arlie Latham, L
O'Nell, Silver King and Jack Boyle
from St. Louls This team was
world beater on form, but it didn'€
win any more flags than Commy's . -all
star, gold piated arew d4id. |nst yvoear

While the St. Louls Browns wer
bhard hit by Commy's raiding b
1890. they have been a very fortunstis
club wherever war has smashed up the
calm of the baseball situation. Wher

cik in

an ecxcellent lot of talent. Out of
American league raid on the Nationii:
the Browns picked up Bobby Walla.e
Emmet Hedrick, Jesase Burksett.
Powell and Willie Buthoff. P
Davenport,” Marsans, Miller, Chap
and Teobin are only a few of thoss ac
quired in the consolidation of the Siou-
fads and the American league club the
past winter,

cmmnmmm

made over/the feat of Pitcher Davis
the Killean (Tex. ) h schoaol team
striking ont twenty-four batters in
game with tha Belton high school
-on April 23, ' ' Misinformed persons
it is s record for =all sorts of
competitive pltching, but thsy're all
wrong, bo, all wrong.

George Bisler,” the Wolverene wisard,
mnow playing with the St. Louls Browns,
be accused and con-

’ n’.‘"

i

however, are not eligible for “the var-
mity. =
*11themhwhlchsu1q-fnnned
twenty of the twenty-one batters he
was opposed by one of the best class
teams in the school, the ranner up in
the baseball tournament that spring.

GEORGE SISLER FANNED TWENTY
BATTERS IN TEN INNING GAME

ln‘ Sisler, However, I remember the
details well, for the batters had such
daiMoulty In hitting George that we
kept count of the fouls made, Only
six batters succeeded in meeting the
ball at all, and most of them got only
a nip of it. He didn't yield a hit and
would not have allowed a run if he had
had a good catcher.”

Because he officiated in only seven
innings Blaler will never get the prop-
er recognition for his great pitching
feat. However, this discussion prompts
& statistical research on strikeouts.
We find that the premier National
league strikeout record for nine innings
is nineteen, made by Charles Sweensy
in tha Providenwn-Boston game of
June 7, 1384. The American leagus rec-
ord was made by the late Georme
("Rube™) Waddell, who fannead sixteen
in the contest between St, Louls and
the Athletics on July 28, 1504,

Dalley struck out nineteem in a Union
asspciation game between Chicago and
Boston on July 7, 1884; Tom Ramsey
turned seventesen batters back to the
bench in an American association con-
test between Louisville and Cleveland
on June 3, 1887, and this was a re-
markabls performance, as at that time
the four strike rule was in existence.
On Aug. 21, 1908, Willlam Mitchall
fanned "twenty batters in o ‘Texas
league '\ game involving San Antonlo
and Galveston. During the year 1912
Frank Davis of the Knoxvilla Appa-
lachian league club and Fred Apple-
gatsa of the Blue Grass league algo fan-
ned twenty batters. A. A. Stags, now
coach of the University of Chlcago,
while a atudent at Yale, struclkk out
twenty Princeton batters in the Yale-
Princeton game of May 26, 1888, and
this is probably the best college record

rto date.

manager of the Syra-
cuse New York State league team,
talls ™ anhouta baseball
mmmmowaulotm-
penitentiary at Auburn, N, ¥. Patrick
g’. Dorsay of Syracuse, who is a friend
many baseball celebrities, tock a
uan from Syracuss to Auburn last
fall to play the prison team.
' Among the inmates was a negro with
_'mlunnundudmbm volce.
and ready wit made an In-
stantaneous hif with everybody. With

balls on the convict batsman,
"Dinsen cailed next pitch = strike,
b&:::mm and side. The

?

: “jister, mister! Mister Umplre!®
l-l-q-;l—-ylm Bt marsewthiog

|

No Place For Baseball Scouts

was suddenly quiet. Then the wolce
calied again. It said:

“Water will seek its level. You sara
on the right side of the wall, and some
of us are here for less than you have
just done.™

There was a flald svent and the root-
er proved to be a real sprinter. Dorsey
approached him and gaid:

“*My Doy, YOU are fast; you arse a
wonderful runner.” To which the ne-
gTo replied, “Yes, I know I am, but
doesn't a fellow have to sleep?' Dorsey
didn’t get the point of the remark un-
til later, whan it was explained that the
negro had been arrested while in bed.
When Dorsey's players were leaving
the prison the negro shoutad:

“KeeDp your scouls away from our

basaball timber. It 18 pDailed oo

GOLFERS®" DIFFICULTIES ON THE
GREENS.

OMETIMES on very kesn greens the

golfer finds himself three feet

above the cup on & sloping hillsida, It

is a most difficult matter to stop the

ball from running past the hole under

these circumstances, and the playery

might do well who would make =
gtrong bid for the back of the cup.
Very freguently if the ball is hit on
the toe of the club It will be caused to
drag a little, and perhaps stopped from
running to an impossible distance past
the hole. With an approach putt from
a consgiderable distance above the cup

much cut is imparted to the ball by
using = stiff wristed mashie run up,
and this often is found better than
simply hitting i1t with 2 putter and al-
lowing 1t to trickle down to and
sometimes way past the hoele.

Another “kink"™ is cutting the putt,
generally from right to left. As the
ball is twisting from left to. right it
will stop iIn 2 shorter distance than
will & straight putt, and on hitting the
back of the cup will drop with a
gratifving “pluni,” while a straight hit
ball is llable to rim the tin,

Greens nowadays are constructed
with undulations c¢overing practically
the entire surface, and frequently two
or three slopes lig between the ball and
the hole. No definite Tule can be laid
down for the negotiation of these dif-
ficultiea, but it will be found that the
slopes generally * compensate one an-
other. When near the hole & ball hit
slightly above the center will be more
apt to find a resting place in the bot-
tom of the cup than one hit squarely.
This is called topping the putt and is
& very hard matter to regulats proper-
iy—that is, one ia lable to put too much
top on the ball and not enough for-
ward apin. This matter of belng short
of the cup is a bad failing and iIs prev-
alent among all classes of golfers. If
the ball is not op to the hole it has no
chance of being holed, and some of ths
long efforts are sure to go in if ths
player glves them a chance. It has
been sald that it is better to be thres
feat beyond the hole than one foot on
the near side of it, and this is wvery
good advice

Cutting the ball around a stymis Ia
not the difficult business it is held to
be. Of course when the opposing ball
lies onn the lip of the cup it is very hard
to prevent knocking it in and at the
sama time get past it. The general
rules for cut putts are: For a pull hit
the ball on the toe of the club, and for
& zlice hit it on the heel, at tha same
time dmawing the éludb in sharply.

As for the choice of clubs for use on
thess out of the ordinary situations
most good players carry at least two
putters in their bage, and it would
seem that a light headed club would

permit of greater accuracy through the
heirhtansd sen=ae of touch conveyed to

(Griffith Sure His Knock. at
Pennant Door Will Be Heard

FPhoto by American Press Association.

EVER since the Washingtons were placed under Clark CGriffith he has been

knocking at the pennant door, but to no avail Nevertheless, this year he
feels certain his knock will be answered, snd the way his team is handling
the plll thessa days his expectations will about go through. GrifMith believes
the Senators are the strongest team in the Ban Johnson circuit. He says to
watch the team, and you'll see them break the tape.

All Boxers Grouchy Before Bouts

HERE sre no exceptions. They all
get grouchy just before the fight.

There is bardly a fighter yqu can men-
tion who was as Fweet as honey a few
days before he w..s to cross bats with
his rival.
., Jim Corbeit was the worst pest that
ever lived the week before &' hig fight.
He'd play ball to kill time, then fght
with every ane in the game, kick an
umpire out evary minute, and if a de-
cision was o bit bad on balls or strikes,
he'd throw the bat over the house.
.He had Yank Kenny training with
him, and on the day before he fought
Jeffries in San Franclaco he wrestled
with Yank for the benefit of Nat Good-
win. Yank got a bit' too rough, and
Corbett, who was on edge, let go and
shoved Yank up against the wall,
punched him with both hands for fully
8 minute, then, after warning him
about rough tactice, went back to work.

Jim Jeffries was as cross as a bear
in the last days of tralning. He was
so sore at things that he used to go
away every morning at 6 o'clock and
fish all day. He wouldn't see a soul,

Jack Johnson was just the opposlte.
He pulled out the biz bass viola and
played from morning to night. Joe
Gans killed time and got his mind off
a fAight by shooting craps.

Bob Fitzsimmons, the Dunellan Rock |
Cod, was As mean a man as ever stuck
his feet under the mahogany when he

was ready to fight.
Bob would be llke a schoolboy for

weeks In training, but in ths last waox
ha was a woll for abuse. He got an
idea that things were not cocked right
and cook after cook would be fired
the spot. Nerves, my boy, just n 4
Terry McGoverm and Young Cor
both playved theatars bafore
fights, For two or three days be =
a fight their evenings would be spont
in the front rows of the best showns
Freddie Welsh is another great s
bug. Freddie will work like a b

| for weaks but the last two or thres

nights get his Angors and off Frader-
lck goes to a musical comedy,

ORIOLES GREATEST BASKETBALL
TEAM.
HE game of basketball can justlwy
lay claim to the greatest athlet

machins In the world, the Orioles
Buffalo, formerly the Buffalo Germans
Organized in the year 1835 four of tha
original fiva have just completed ¢
twenty-first years. Starting out In
boys' clasa, thirteen vears of age, they
went through their first year witho
a defeat and repeated the trick thef
lowing two seasons Having conquer
all the teams of their class throug!
western New TYork and Canada
sought blgger game and that geason
1898, they sufferad but two defeats out
of fourteen games plaved

Bince their organization t
years ago they have played 604 g
of which they bave besn returned
victors 548 times.

4

NATIONAL HAS MORE SEATS.
HE total seating capacity of the six-
teen big leasue parks approxi-
mates 426.500. The new Braves' park,
seating 42,000 in normal times, ilg the
roomiest of all, Next in ranking comes
the Polo grounds in New York, with
the White Sox and Dodger parks tled
for third place with 35,000 each. The
emalleat parks are in Cleveland and
Washington. The following table, giv-
ing the estimated seating capacities,
shows that the eight National league
parks outseat the American leaguers
by 30.500.
NATIONAL LBAGUE

Seating

Club. carmr:lty
New York e v
Eoston <
P‘hl!adatphtn
Brookiyn
Chicaso
St. Louls

Cincinnatl
Pittaburgh
AMERICAN LEAGUE. |
N TR i i ivmaasaacda .
Philadelphia war SXLO0K |
Boston  ..... ae
Washington =
CRICREO < eonanas
Bt Louls .......
Cleveland ...... veess 17.000
BIREERY s sirsius s At sava e alviia l

Nots —Yankm and Giants both use Pnlo
grounds,

MORE THAN SLUGGERS NEEDED
TO WIN PENNANTS.

TO answar the cory of the basebail
fan, “If our club had only a few
more hitters and a couple of .
pitchers we would fly the pennar
Let me say that in all winning tea
there must be a little of the *“fl

Arty™ ability in the way of having somd«
base runners and hitter=, says Ted
Hwvan.

The greatest batting .eam that
ever put tagether In one team was the
ghamplon Detroits of 1887. b

all thay could do. They

way to the pennant in 1457,
clubs who had & fAfty-Afty ab
them won out in other years
the Chicages of the midd's alght
the New York Glants af the lute 3
fes The Baltimores of the nine
won the pennant three consec
years in & tweive club league—an
ganization that was a merger
Amorican association and Natlonal
A league.

This matchless Baltimore a
pitchers of only moderate abiliy [
their combination of barting anpd base
running. guided by a basaball genius
startied the baseball .world in theis
style of Rlag




